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I. Dindimus King of the Brachmans, his Letrer to 
Ly A exander the Conquerer. 


ING, We have heard of thy Battles and Vittories, but 

' What ilall ſuffice thee whom all the World ſufficeth not ? 

i. Riches we have none for thee ; why then ſhouldſt thou 

war Ol us? All our Geods are to common us : Vile things and 
ſcarce we have, inſtead of Gold and great Aray: Our Women 
be not arayed to pleaſe ; for great Aray is counted nought with 
us; not highnefs nor fairneſs: . Our Women defire no more 
Fairneſs than they have by kind; dry Ditches and Ders ſtand 
us in double ſtead, for Harbour while we live, and for Graves 
when wearc dead. , If we have ſometimes a King, it is not toda 
us Right; for Honeſty by kir.d will do that : We have amongft 
us neither Noom nor, Plea, for we do nothing that needs Re- 
dreſs, either ty Doom or Pl.a : We deſire no more thanRea- 
ſon and Kind asketh; 'we hold that needful which we know 1s 
meaſtrable : Oar People have one Law, and do nothing againſt 
this Law of Kind : We uſe no Trade to make us covetous : We 
ſhun and forſake foul Stoth ard Leachery . Wedo nothing that 
needs Puniſhment.” It is unlawful to usto wound the Hills with 
Coulters, or the Ax : ' We uſe no glutting or outragiouſneſs of 
Meat or Drink, therefore we be not fick; WedweHinthedry 
Ditches; Heaven finds us a Covering, the Earth a Lodging : We 
be not Warriors, we make pe.:ce with good living,not with firengeh ; 


We ſeek not plentioas Gain ; for it is rigl.t liking tousto be- * 


hold the Firmament and Stars of Heaven : We be men of linglg 


Speech, its common tousall not to Lye. The God of all (rect .. - 


is evr God, for he hath liking in our worgs and Ceeds, by our 


manner of ſpeaking ; he is a Word, a Spirit, Love ang, Thought, - 


and is not pleaſed with worldly Riches, but with boly Works 
41d thanks for his Grace. | | 


\ Upenthis King Atcxarderar fv er'd with Taunts ard Jeers,b8. 4 
'tf Dindume deſpiſed God's Ben. fics, connting all Handicrafts ſinful 1 
A bY ' -' % = . p Re Lo , 


&* kv = 
0 £3 ©. 
- . - G e 2 : 
nn” C 


. 


— 


” "- 
Fe 
> vob 


»; way 


FP Las” 
44" + #p * he500 8 
R "__ 
v 


. Pi.” > * 
* % -— 


RES (4) 0 
' andalſ(o ſay, That they are Gody, and ſo have envy to God, and bl 
bis faireſt Creatures. *  ® | 

But Dindimw anſwered, We be not at home in this world, 
come not to dwell here, &c. we be not aliend with charges t 
| Sin, but without each manner of charge, we draw near to out 
own Houſes, and lie faſt homewards; we ſay, Nor we be Godds, 
but we ſay, we will not abuſe the goodneſs of God Almighty :; 
we ſay,things are ſcemly whichare lawful; God hath put the uſe 
of things into mens freedom ; then he thar leav<th the worſt, and 
followeth the beſt, is not God, but is made Gods Friend. ' When 
ye ſwell in Wealth, and Pride hath blown you up, ye forget that 
ye are Mer, and ſay that God reckons of Mankind. Ye build Tem- 
ples to your ſelves, is which ye ſhed mens Blood ; and therefore 
| call you Wood (or Mad) for ye wot not what ye do; and if 
yedetpiſe Gods writing, then ye hold inthe Sacriledge. 

Then Alexander writeth this Epiſtle to him again, with many 
Taunts and Jeers, comparing them in their Sacrifices to them 
that were in Priſon, ſaying, The £anſe why they tilled not the ground 
ws becauſe they had no Iron: And their Women not coſtly arrayed, 
is no marvel, becauſe they bave not wherewith, © 
© Dindimw anſwered, Ye make wars and Battles, and war outs 
wardly againſt men, becauſe ye have not overcome the Enemy 
Within 3 but we Brachmarrs have overcome the inward Battels 
in our Members, and reſt ſecure,and have no Battles eutwardly ; 
we behold the Firmament of Heaven, her Birds ſinging ; we be 
healed & fed with Leaves and Fruits of Trees ; wedrink Water, 
and ling Songs in Worſhip of God, and take heed, & think of the 
Life coming. We be approv*d with few words,and even ſtill,and 
hold our peace. Ye ſay what (hall be done, and yet do it not : 
Your Wie and Wiſdomis in your Lips; ye hunger after Geld, yg 
need Houſes and Servants, ye want Reverence and Worſhip, &o, 


II. Of the Ambaſſadours ſent by Alexendey tg 
Dindimus, with his Reply to them. 


After that, Alexander ſent Amballadors to Dindimw, requirs 
ing hitn, and chargivg him, To come ro bir without delay; promid 
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| his Life ; and all this inthe Name of Alexnder, the 
King of all men, and Son of the great Godd Jupiter. h 
But Dindimus ſingling at this vapour, andnot moving his head 


- fromthe Leaves he lay upon, and lay ſtill, and anſwered after 


OY 


no man Wrong z he never begot Injury, but , 
Water, Body and Souls, which he alſo receives when they have finiſhed 


this manner, Sorh faſt, Godthe great K ngagivnth _ hy = 
ight, Life, Peace, 1 


their courſe ; nor was he ever the Author of Luft: This is my Lord 
and only God, who as he hates Murther,fo he wageth not War, 
nor raileth Strife. The things 1 ſeeks Ieafily.attain to z thoſs 
things which I regard not, I am not te bedriven.to; if therefore 
Alexander take my Head, and flay me, he ſhall not deſtrey my 
Soul, which will return to the Lord, while the Body,which was . 
taken out of the Earth, ſhall thereunto return ; for 1 being made 
'3 Spirit, ſhall afeend unto my God, who included us in the fleſh, 
and placed us upon this Earth, to try us, whether we being gone 
forth from him, would live unto him, as he hath commanded, 
who demandeth an -aecount of thoſe that depart; for he is a 
Fudge of al Injuries : and the Sighs of thoſe thatare injurioufly 
treated, become the pain of thoſe thar injure them. Let 
Alexander then threaten them that love Silver and Gold, and fear 
Death ;, neither -of which have place amengſt the Brachmans, 
who do neither fear the one-nor love the other. Gotherefore & 
tell Alexauder, Dindimuws wants him not, and if he wants Din 
dimns, let him come to him, 


111. The Conference betwixt Alexander and 
Dindimus. | 


Which being reported to Alexander,he was themore deſirous 
to ſee the ſingle old man, that could conquer him after he had « 
conquered ſo many Nations, and ſo left all Pompand Boaſting, 
comes to him, and ſaid, 7come to hear a ward of Wiſdom from thee, 
whom I bear deſt converſe with God. 

To whom Dindinw replyed, Why diftrubeſt theuour Peace 3 
ery willingly would I adminiſter to theegthe words of the Wit? 
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"bm of "Cod, hadft thou but pl:ce in thy Mind, to receive the: 

Giftof God admipiftred ; but thy Mind being filled x ith various: 
Luſts,” unfariable Avarice, and deviliſh Defire to Rule, which 
fightagainſt me and my deſigns of drawing thee off from deſtroy-- 
ing Nations;, and ſheddivg humane. Blood, are in all things: 
contrary to the Wiſdom, by which | and the Brachmans are led, 
who worſhip.God, love Men, contemn Gold, deſpiſe Deathaud ſlighe 
Pleaſures; whereas Alexander and his fear Death, love Goldyccuer 
Pleaſare, hate Men. and deſpiſe God; adding, How can I ipcak 
© unto thee the words of the Wiſdom of Ged, whole Cogitationy 
are ſo filled with Pomp, Oſtentation and inordinate Luſts, -that 
a whole World is not able to ſatiate thee ? How then ſhall I 
ſuffice thee? And further, God hath made thee little, and thou 
deſireſt all the World ; yet needeſt thou kave as little Land ax 
laſt, as theo ſeeſb me lie upen,or thy ſelf ſit upon : 1f thou learneſt 
Wiſdom of me, it is all thou ſhalt have, &c. 1 know God's 
Secrets ; for God doth will that I be partaker of his works ; then 
whether; ſayſt thou, is moſt right, to misbid men, or to detend 
thew, and dothem right ? toſhed and kill, or to keep and ſave ? 
If thou flay me, I foto God. 

However, he refuſed not te give Alexander thatrounſel, which 
ks heconfeſſtd, was couvinces in his heart, was good, but could 
not follow, viz. te ceaſe warring againſt men without, and en- 
gage himſelf in another warfare, againſt the Enemies within him- 
Jelf,, his Luſts, Aﬀettions and Deſires, .if he deſired: tobe Rich 
indeed, and to be a true Victor; affuring him, that all his 
Power, all his Hoſts, all his Riches, all his Pemp, would at laſt not 
avail him any thing ; but (faith he) if thou wilt hearken unto 
my words, thou inalt poſſeſs of my Goods, who have God to 
my Fricnd,.and whoſe Inſpirationl enjoy within me—— T hugs 
thou ſhalt overcome Luf#, the Mother of Penury, which never 
obtains -what it ſeeks thus thou ſhalt with us honour thy ſelf, 
by becoming ſuch as Ged had created thee:.. Adding, though 
tou lay .me for telling thee theſe profitable things, I fearnot, 
for (ſaith he) Ifhall returnto my God, who created all things, 
who knows my cauſe, and before whom nothing is hidden. 1 
know not;.. ſaith he, whether thon ſhalt be ſo happy as to find 

thy lf perſmaded by wy werds, but] allure thee, if a” 
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ey Sas 
[Miſery thou baſt put many to, &c. viz. when.thowlhaltha 
wvther Companion than the Memory of the Evils thou haft 
.cd upon thy ſelf; for, ſaith he, I know the Pains jultly inflifte 
;by God upon unjuſt men. Then thou ſhale ſay unto me, Dindie 
.q7ms, bow good a Counſellor wert thou tome, &c?! . 


p Theſethings Alexander heard (as its {aid of Herod concerning | 


obu Baptif) not only without wroth, but with a placit Coun- 
enance, and replyed, O Dixdimus! #heu true Teacher of the - 
Brachmans, thewcomeſt of God, I have found thee the moſt excel- "". 
lent amongſt men, by reaſon of the Spirit that 1s inrhee : 1 know all 
thou haft ſpoken # true, God hath brought thee forth, and ſent thee 
Snto thus place, in which theu art happy and rich, wanting nothing, 
enjoying much reſt and peace. But what ſhall 1 do, mhocobabit with 
continual Slaughter ? I live in great Dread, and am afraillof my 
ewn Warders; I dread more my Friends than my Enemies ; I may not 
leave them and truſt others. At dayes I grieve other men, and am at 
might gricved my ſelf : If I would live in the Deſart, my Liewtenams 
would not ſuffer me ; and thengh they would, being in this ſtate,ss ts not 
Jawful for me to quit them ;, for how ſhall I defend my ſelf before God, 
who bath aſſigned me this Lot. But thou Reverend old Man, and 
Servant of God, for theſe words of Wiſdom, wherewith thou haſf 
helped and rejoyced me, dehorting me from War, receive thou my 
Preſents, and deſpiſe me not ; 1 am affeted with Kindneſs, honour= « 
#ng Wiſdom : And fo commanded his Servants to bring forth 
Gold and Silver;Bread and Oyl,and ſeveral forts of Arayy which: - 
Dindimw beholding, laughed, ſaying to Alexander, Perſwade 
(if thou canit) the Birds about the Woods to receivethy Gold, 
or ſing the better for it; but if thou-canſt not perſmwade them,nor 
ſhalt thou ever perſwade me to be worſe then they; 1 therefore 
receive no unprofitable Preſent, which I can neither cat nor 
drink; nor dol ſerve Soul-h I Riches, &c. Here is wm 
in this Deſart to be bought with Gold, for God gives me all 
things freely, &c, ſelling nothing for Gold, but freely beſtow- 

ing all good things, andeverithe Mind on thoſe that freely ac- -oM 
Cept it, &c. but for that [wil not grieve thee toe m_— FA 
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 -*_ -- iltreceire the Oylof thee; And he walking abont the Wood,” 
._—— "gathered ſome ſticks, and kindled a Fire, he ſaid, The Brachmazs 
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have all things, being fed by Providence; and into the Fir | 
be poured the OI, till it was all confumed, and ſang a Hymn ve - 


' - God Almighty, as followeth : : | 


« 0 God Immortal ! ] give: thee in alli things Thaf#ks ; for thou. 
Uyuleft, in- all things, giving all things abundamly to thy Creature, - 
& for their Foods Thou creating this World, ' doſt preſerve it, expe 
King the Souls which tbox baſt ſent imtoit, that thou mayſt, as Ges, 
6« ;aftifie theſe that have led a Pious Life, and condemn thoſe tha *® 
G have not» obeyed thy Laws, for all Righteous Fndgment 
& ;s with thee, and Life Eternal prepared by thee, who with Eternal 
« Goodneſs ſhrweſt Merey unto all. . ' 


'" Laftly,: Now as concerning the Brachmans of India, Suidas * 
tals of one Brachmen that preſcribed their Rites and Laws, &c. 
Of the Indian Philoſophers, or men learned and Religious, 
the Brachmans obtain the firft place, as being neareſt in ſeCt to 
the Greeks; Theſe are, after their manner, Nararites 
from the Womb: So ſoon as their Mother is conceived of 
them, there are learned men appointed,' which come to the 
Mother with Songs, containing Precepts of Chaſtity : As they 
grow in years, they change their Maſters ; they have their places 
of Exerciſe ina Grove, nights the City, where they are bulied 
in grave Concerns : They eat noliving Creatures, nor have noſe 
of Women, live frugarly, azd lie upon skins; they will ioſtru& 
Cuch as- will hear- them, but their Hearers muſt neither ſneeze, 
(pit nor ſpeak. « When they hare in this ſtrit courſe ſpeny 
irty ſeven years, they may live moreat pleaſure and liberty 
in-Dict, Habit, proper Habitations, and the uſe of Gold an 
Marriage; - they conceal -their Myſteries from their Wives, 
Icſt they ſhould blab-them abroad :: They'eſteem this Life us 
Mans. Conception, but his Death-day to be his Birth-day unto- 
That true and bappy Life, to bim which hath been rightly Re- 
Lligious,* [4 worthy Sentence {]: The Brachmans hold the World 
't@ be created-corruptible, round, ruled \by the high God. 
Water they. imagin to have been thebeginning of making the 
Riforls; and thas befdes thy four Llama phcre ws fifth No- 
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tire, whereof the Flearens and Stars'conkit's" 7 vey hetd &þ LIM 
Immortality of the Sul, and of the Torments of Helly F 
the Souls of the Righteous goto Ged. 
Me:gaſfthenes commenrdeth Adandani( one of the Brachmens)ſiy. | 
Ing, That when Alexander*s Meſſengers told him, That be 


Mt come tothe Sou of Jupiter, with Promiſe of Rewards if be came, jj L 


Fl x but if otherwiir, menacing Tortwe., He anſwered, That 

| ” . neither was he Yepirer*s Son, nor did poſleſs any ou part of 

F; '" the Earth. As for himſelf, ke neither reſpected his Gifts nor 

feared his Threatzings; for while he lived, /ndia yielded him ſuf- 

F ficient; if ke dyed, he ſkev]ld be freed from Age, and exchange 

: for a better and purer Life : whereupon Alexander both par- 
doned and praiſed him. 

Clemens Alexandrines ſpeaks of their Faſlings, and other 
a:iſtere Couries, ont of Alex. Poly. Hiſt. de Ruvus Yfridicts, ' 
© The Brachmens (faith he) neither cat any quick thing, ror 
«& drink Hime, but ſome of them eat cvery day, as we Coz 

. * (ome only every third day: They contemn Death, 
« ror muck ci of Life, believing to be Born again. 
Clem. Alex: ftorm. 1. 3. Yao 

Simian: tells of a Nation called Brachmans, inhabiting an 
Ildand in the Sea, where Alexander crefted a Pillar, with In- 
ſcription, That be had paſſed ſo far. - They live an hundred and 
fity ygars, and- have neither Bread, Wine, Fleſh, Mettal nor 
Houſes, but live of the Fruits and clear Water, and are very Reli- 

ow, &c. Theſe ſlay no Beaſts in Sacrifice, but affirm, that 
od accepteth unbloody Sacrifices of Prayer, and more delight- 
Eth in Man his own Image. 

To Alzxander did the Indian» FMazie (7 doth Arianus call 
their Brachmans) ſay, That he was bvt as othier men, ſaving 
that he had leſs Reſt, and more Troubleſom, and being 
dead ſhould enjoy no more Land than would ſerve to cover 
his Body , and every man (ſaid they) Ramping with their 
_ on the ground, hath as much as he trezdeth on. Arian. * 
ih, 7. 

En/1bixs writeth out of Bredſanes Cyrus, That amongſt the 
Indians and Baitrians were many Tholand Brachmans,” which | 

as well by Tradipog as by Law, worſkipged no Igiage, nor + 
Tt . 
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any quick Eredture, drank no Wine nor Beer, only .o&- 
FOR "terdijn on Divine things; whereas the ether [dans -are 
»—-- * very Vinious, yea, fome. hunt men, ſacrifice and devour them, 
and were-as Idolaters. Euſch. depreſ. Evang. lib.6. cap. 8. 
Heurnims reporteth, That they haye Books and Prophets, 
which they alledge tor Confirmation of their Opinions ; and 
that they have in their Writings the Decalogue, with the Ex- 
plication thereof; that they adjure allof their Society to ſilence, 
touching their Myſteries ; 8nd that they adore the God which 
created Heayen and Earth, often repeating the Sentence, 7 
Adore. thee, © God, with thy Grace and Aid forever. When 
they waſh themſelves (which is often) they lay a little Aſhes 
on their Fore-heads and Breaſts, ſaying, That they ſhalretury 
unto Aſhes, Heur. indic. cap. 3. | 
There was a malabar Poet, which wrote nine hundred Epi- 
grams againlt their Pago- gods, each conſiſting of eight Verles, 
wherein he ſpeaks many things Elegantly of the divine 
Providence ,of Heaven, and the Torments.of Hell, and other 
things, agreeing to the Chriſtian Faith, Tit God i preſent e 
* where, and gives to every one according to his eſtate ; That Celeſtial 
Bl:ſſedneſs conſiſts in the Viſion of God ; That the damned in Hell 
Jhall be tormented Millions of Tears in Flames, and ſhall never dye. 
Ariſtotle in his Ethicks, lib. 10. cap. 4. 7. ſaid, They that did 
theſe things did them not as men, but at having ſomething Divine, ar 
of God in them. h " 


Thoſe that deſire to read more of their Divinity, Philoſod 
phy, and manner of —_— are refer*d to a paper lately 
publiſied entituled, A Dialogue betwixt an Eaft Indian © 
Brachman, and a Chriſtian, price 1d. 


CHE END, 


